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ORAL HISTORIES OF POTOMAC 
VALLEY PUBLISHED AT UM
MISSOULA—
The first published volume of oral histories compiled in Montana, titled 
"The Past Remembered: An Oral History of the Potomac Valley," has been issued
by the University of Montana Publications in History. The softback book is a 
collection of rememberanees, dating from the turn of the century to the present, 
of 12 longtime residents of the Potomac area east of Missoula,.
According to UM Archivisit Dale L. Johnson, many local histories of Montana 
communities have been published, but this newly released book will be the first 
that has been written from oral interviews with living subjects.
Contributors to the book are Eunice Morris Brown; Myrtle Cook; Mrs. T.E. 
(Jesse) Evans; George Hagstotz; Russell Earl; Muriel Hall; Henry Hayes;
Don MacKenzie; Henry Weider; Roy, Beulah and Verla Wills.
Though illustrated with contemporary photographs, the book recounts issues, 
including subdivision of lands, changes in the schools with the advent of new 
educational techniques, the dichotomy between traditional and modern agricultural 
techniques and population growth in the valley, that have been controversial in
the Potomac Valley throughout the past 80 years.
The project to compile and edit the oral histories was directed by Dr. Manuel
Machado, a professor of history at UM and resident of the Potomac Valley, and 
was funded by a $1,700 grant from the Montana Bicentennial Commission in 1976. The 
principal interviewer was Mrs. Delores Curry, who also coordinated a team of valley
residents in transcribing taped recordings.
"The Past Remembered" is available through the UM Department of History for 
$8.95 per copy. Interested persons may call 243-2231 or write the department at 
the University of Montana, Missoula, MT 59812.
